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RAILRCADS IMPROVE OPERATIONS
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THIS IS UNEVALUATED (NFORMATION

Although the Yugoslav railroads mow have 19.4 percent fewer locomvtives,
20 percent fewer vassenger cars, and 3.7 percent fewer freight cars than before
the war, during the first half of 1S49 they cerried 183 percent more passengers
and 121 parcent moce freight thsn in 1938 through dscreasing the turnaround

time of locomotives and railroad cars.

During the same period, about 7,000 kilometers of old track were repaired
and about 1,500 kilomaters of nuw line built, with tbs help of the People's

Front, youth workers, ard the Army.

The Yugoslav railroads now carry 185 percent more coal, 152 percent
more ore, 156 psrcent more metallirgical products, 17C percent more processed

and unprocessad wood, 170 percent more cement, 303 percent more gypsum

, 222

percent more of other construction meterials. 127 percent more wheat and

in 1939.
In 1948, the turnarcund time of freight cars was reduced by about

wvera available for loading. During the first half of 1949, this figure had

risen to 6,000 more per day.

However, railroad cars still spend only 8 out of 24 hours in motion amd

stand for 16 hours in stationz. Efforts are being made to reduce this

by giving advance notice to the industrial enterprises concerned so that loading
and unloeding preperations may be completed befcre the train arrives in the

station, and by increasing the number of through trairs. Sugar beets,
exarple, can be carried by tarough train tro cr three times faster and
econcmically.

By the end of June 1949, there were 80.6 percent more ge:-viceable

locomotives in Yugoslavia than in 1930. There are 1.1 percent mcre serviceable

locomotives now tham in 1G41.

flour, Lhk percent wore sugay beets, and 169 percent more of otoer govds Tian =
20
percent ag compared with 1939, so that an average of 2,71l more cars per day
delay
for
more
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CUMCRETE TIES YO BL MADE DOMESTICALLY -- Rad, Ho 210; 3 Sep 49 ‘

" A large factory wlll be built in Yugoslavis for the production of a
raximum of 12,000 reinforced concrete railroad ties per shift. sost of the
nacessary machinery has been built by Yugoslav specialiste. This factory
will be one of the lu.ogest enterprises 1in tha Yugoslav railroad industry.

The reinforced concrete xallroed tia was invented by Engineer Zivadin
Redojkovic. Elasticity of the connection between the rail and the tie i3
assured by the insertion of a epscially shsped plate of & new plastic meierial.
Thie ~lastic can be mede in Yugoslav facturies of Yugoslay materisls.

Reinforced consre*s ties are much cheaper than those made o beech and
oak, vhich are scarce on the world m~-ket.

REBUTLT SHIP MAX®S FIRST VOYAGE -- Vjesnik, No 1359, 13 Sep ko

8plit -- The 88 Hrvetsks, formerly the Lawrence Victory, 1s one of the
most modern versels in the Yugoslav merchant msrine. On 11 Septembexr the
Hrvatsks sailsd trom the "Vicko Krstulovic™ Shipyard on ite firat test voyage.

The Hrvateka hae & capacity of 10,350 tons or 7,908 gross register tons.
Powered by 6,000-horsepower oil-burning turbines, it can attain s speed of
16 kmots. Toe Brvatske is 137 meters long with a beem of 20 meters and a
haight of 10& meters sbove the water line. It has wodern loading and unloading
equirment, incliuding ten 5-ton cranes.

The ship wvas built in North Amarice in 19%5. In 1947 it struck a mine off
DuLiGviais GoG WaS GUWDAUDEd Uy 118 crev. Its owners considored it beyond rspair
and gold 1t to the Yugoslav government. The ship vas towed with great difficulty
into the sesll port of Vigan) and then to the "Vicko Krstulovic” Shipvard,
vaere it hes been undergoing repeirs ever since. Despite shortages of equipment
and skilled axd unskilled lator, the recoastruciion was completed on schedule.
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